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Waqas Shahid is senior counsel in the Washington, D.C., office of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati,
where his practice focuses on advising domestic and foreign clients in regulatory, investigative,
compliance, and enforcement matters related to national security. 

Waqas has over 15 years of experience advising clients on national security, international trade
compliance, and cybersecurity compliance issues as both in-house and outside counsel, as well as in a
consulting capacity. He has advised clients in a variety of areas (including CFIUS, export controls,
sanctions compliance, data privacy, and cybersecurity compliance) and in a variety of contexts (M&A,
compliance investigations, internal compliance program operations, mitigations, and technology
implementations).

Prior to joining the firm, Waqas founded and led national security-related consulting practices at two
leading global consulting firms and was a senior attorney at a leading Aerospace & Defense firm. Prior
to practicing as an attorney, Waqas worked as a software engineer and consultant at an enterprise
technology start-up.  

Waqas is practicing virtually from New Jersey and is admitted in the District of Columbia. He is not
admitted in New Jersey and therefore not authorized to practice law in New Jersey.

CREDENTIALS

Education
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center
Cum Laude; Executive Editor, Georgetown Journal of International Law
B.S., Double Major in Computer Science and Physics, University of Virginia
With High Honors

Admissions
Bar of the District of Columbia
Not admitted in New Jersey
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Select Publications

Co-author, “President Trump Issues ‘America First Investment Policy’,” Wilson Sonsini Alert,
February 21, 2025
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